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From early mills and factories to family businesses and modern enterprises, work and
commerce have shaped Hammonton for more than two centuries. As transportation, Mgk,
technology, and markets changed, the town repeatedly adapted, creating new industries, N7
businesses, and opportunities for generations of residents. |

EARLY ENTERPRISE | 1800—-1860

| Hammonton’s earliest industries developed near present-day Hammonton Lake,
where forests and waterways supported sawmilling and glassmaking. The arrival of
the railroad in the 1850s dramatically expanded economic opportunity, connecting
local farmers, merchants, and producers with larger regional markets.

EArRLY 1800S - SAWMILLING
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il /! 1817 - GLASSMAKING BEGINS
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1850s - RAILROAD EXPANDS COMMERCIAL ACCESS

1858 - ELVINS STORE OPENS AND CYRUS FAY ESTABLISHES AN EARLY DIVERSIFIED BUSINESS

‘ VSHOUSE El D | . EARLY ENTERPRISE AT HAMMONTON LAKE
= 0 =i Hammonton’s earliest business activity centered near the lake, where William
Coffin operated a sawmill beginning during the War of 1812. A glassworks,

gristmill, workers’ homes, and other activity followed, creating a small settlement
around the lake decades before the development of today’s downtown.
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Bernshouse's Lumber Office, 1909.

COMMERCE & MANUFACTURING | 1860-1920

As Hammonton grew, Bellevue Avenue became its commercial center and stores,
trades, banks, and other businesses served the expanding community. Manufacturing
also became an important employer, led by shoe companies such as C.F. Osgood &
Company and the Hammonton Shoe Company. Cut glass was also an important
industry.

1872 - C.F. Oscoop & COMPANY ESTABLISH SHOE FACTORY

- 3 1899 - WILLIAM SKINNER ESTABLISHES CUT GLASS FACTORY/HAMMONTON SHOE COMPANY
.-“ ol TWRBEN N0 Ch DY g, ,m.m.;.__.k o _ OPENS

1918 - AtLanTIC LOADING CoO. (AMATOL) MUNITIONS FACILITY ESTABLISHED

1919 — SHOE WORKERS STRIKE

. FACTORIES AND RAILROAD, 1920
Factories developed alongside Hammonton’s railroad, providing convenient access for
receiving materials and shipping finished goods to larger markets. The Hammonton
Shoe Company, visible along the tracks, was among the manufacturing businesses that
provided jobs and helped diversify the local economy.

THE FACTORY ERA | 1920-1960

As shoe manufacturing declined, clothing production became an increasingly
important part of Hammonton’s economy. Garment factories provided jobs for
hundreds of local residents, particularly women and members of immigrant families.
Numerous family-owned stores, markets, bakeries, restaurants, and service businesses
supported everyday community life.
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1920s—30s - GARMENT MANUFACTURING EXPANDS

1922 - WiLLiaM B. KESSLER, INC. OPENS

AGOOD PLACE TO...L/IVE. WORK & PLAY / |
b A R _ 19277 - FOUR CUT GLASS FACTORIES OPERATING
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1950°s - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS SPUR MAJOR INDUSTRIAL GROWTH IN SOUTHERN NJ

. “All Roads Lead to Hammonton™
A tractor-trailer in downtown Hammonton promotes the town as “A Good Place
to...Live, Work & Play.” The slogan “All Roads Lead to Hammonton” reflected
Hammonton’s location along major transportation routes and its efforts to promote
the community as a place for business, industry, and growth.

1955 - DEER PARK BAKING OPENS

1959 - WHITEHALL 1. ABORATORIES BECOMES A MAJOR LOCAL EMPLOYER
Downtown Hammonton, 1950s.

INDUSTRY & OpPORTUNITY | 1960-1990

Manufacturing remained an important part of Hammonton’s economy during the
mid-twentieth century. National Garment and numerous other clothing factories
employed local workers, while companies such as Whitehall Laboratories brought
new forms of manufacturing and large-scale employment to the community.

(GARMENT MANUFACTURING REMAINS AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF EMPLOYMENT

OTHER INDUSTRIES CONTINUE TO GROW

. WHITEHALL LLABS

By the 1960s, Hammonton’s economy included larger manufacturing and industrial
employers alongside its traditional agricultural businesses. Whitehall Laboratories
opened 1ts Hammonton facility on South Grand Street in 1959, manufacturing
pharmaceutical and consumer health products and providing local employment for
decades. Its presence continued to grow, including the addition of a major research
and development facility in the 1980s, reflecting Hammonton’s expanding role as a
center for industry and opportunity.

Whitehall Labs Building.

T STOSKTON REINVENTION AND A CHANGING Economy | 1990—-TopAy
i As garment manufacturing and other traditional industries declined, Hammonton’s
' N : : : :
| “\\\\ economy continued to evolve. Retail, construction, health care, education, food and
| \‘i\ hospitality, professional services, arts, tourism, and specialty businesses joined
i\

longstanding family enterprises, while downtown revitalization brought new activity

to historic commercial and industrial spaces.
| 1 Built in 1909 for the Hammonton Shoe Company, this Front Street building later
A Sl Y housed the National Garment Company and other manufacturers, continuing its
to textbooks industrial use into the early 2000s. Renovated by Stockton University and reopened
as Kramer Hall in 2013, the building illustrates how Hammonton’s historic
industrial spaces can be preserved and adapted for new uses.

from textiles...

LATE 20TH CENTURY - GARMENT INDUSTRY LARGELY DISAPPEARS

. KrAMER HALL: FrRoM FAacTOrRY TO CAMPUS

The Hammonton Shoe Factory, now Stockton University's Kramer Hall, Photo

courtesy of Stockton University.

2013 - StockToN UNIVERSITY OPENS KRAMER HALL

2000s—PRESENT - NEW BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRIES CONTINUE HAMMONTON’S TRADITION
OF ADAPTATION

Made in Hammonton

Ideas took root. Businesses opened.

People went to work. Hammonton grows.
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